
 

 

Explanations of Articles 

October 6, 2021 Annual Town Meeting 
 

ARTICLE 1.   Reports:  To hear any report of any Town Officer or 

Committee 

 
 

ARTICLE 2.  Invoice of Prior Fiscal Year:  This article was placed on the Special 

Town Meeting warrant as a placeholder should there be any outstanding invoices 

from prior  Fiscal Year(s).  As there are no such invoices, the Motion under this 

Article is to Pass Over the item.    

 
 

ARTICLE 3. Capital Stabilization Fund:  The Capital Stabilization Fund, similar 

to the Stabilization Fund, is a “rainy day” fund.  Appropriations from the Capital 

Stabilization Fund may only be used on major capital projects or purchases.  This 

Fund was created at the 2019 Annual Town Meeting.  Having healthy reserves 

positively impacts the Town’s bond rating.  A $100,000 transfer from free cash is 

planned under this Article.  As this is a transfer, there is no effect on the tax rate.   

 
 

ARTICLE 4:  Free Public Library:  At the May 1, 2019 Town Meeting, it was 

voted to temporarily transfer the care, custody, management and Control from the 

Board of Library Trustees to the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of conveying a 

historic preservation restriction on the Library.  The preservation restriction was 

required to obtain grant funding through the Massachusetts Historic Commission for 

repairs to the historic building.  Now that work is complete, this vote will transfer 

the care, custody, management and control back to the Board of Library Trustees 

once the preservation restriction is recorded at the Worcester County Registry of 

Deeds. Requirement of a 2/3 vote.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 5:  Repairs at the Free Public Library:  This article will fund repairs 

to the elevators and the HVAC system at the Free Public Library.  Recently, the 

elevator has been malfunctioning due to faulty controls that render the elevator 

unusable at times.  Parts are not available for the current control system, so the entire 

control system needs to be replaced to ensure the building remains accessible and 

safe to people of all abilities.  Additionally, the HVAC system requires repair to the 

coil and exhaust fans.  This repair will reduce moisture and mold in the basement of 

the Library.  If not addressed, the basement rooms will be deemed unusable due to 

poor air quality and mold.  A $87,000 transfer from free cash is planned to fund both 

of these repairs. As this is a transfer, there is no effect on the tax rate.    

 
 

ARTICLE 6:  Joslin Annex Demolition:  The Joslin Annex is the structure located 

behind the Oxford Community Center.  The structure has outlived its usefulness and 

is currently vacant and in an unsafe condition.  Break-ins have occurred over the 

recent months.  Funding for the demolition of the building was included in the FY21 

budget in the amount of $50,000.  However, it was determined there is a significant 

amount of asbestos in the building (particularly in damp proofing mastic located in 

the foundation).  Asbestos abatement must occur before demolition.  This article will 

fund the asbestos abatement so the building can be demolished.  A $200,000 transfer 

from free cash is planned for the hazardous materials abatement.  As this is a 

transfer, there is no effect on the tax rate.          

 
 

ARTICLE 7.  Emergency Roadway Culvert Repair:  During recent extreme 

rainfall events, the culverts at Industrial Park West Road and Prospect Street have 

failed.  These failures were unanticipated and were not planned in the operating 

budget. An $80,000 transfer from free cash is planned to repair these culverts.  As 

this is a transfer, there is no effect on the tax rate.              

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARTICLE 8.  335 Main Street Acquisition:  The old Santander Bank building, 

located at 335 Main Street, is currently vacant.  The Town Manager and Economic 

Development Director have had conversations with the owner regarding selling or 

gifting the property to the Town.  This article would allow the Board of Selectmen 

to acquire the property by gift, purchase, or eminent domain.  Many Town 

Departments have outgrown their office space and the acquisition of this 

conveniently-located property could serve many municipal purposes.  The Town 

receives complaints about this property and the lack of upkeep of the grounds.  To 

convert a blighted parcel to municipal use would also align with the development 

goals for the Village Business District as identified in Oxford’s Master Plan.  A 

transfer from free cash is planned to acquire this property should it become available.  

As this is a transfer, there is no effect on the tax rate.  Requirement of a 2/3 

vote.             

 
 

ARTICLE 9.  Main Street Corridor Improvements:  The State Transportation 

Improvement Program (STIP) is a program under which the State funds 100% of 

construction costs, if a community fronts the design costs.  The Town has already 

funded 15% of the design costs for important safety and functional improvements to 

the downtown section of Main Street from Front Street to Fairlawn Avenue.  The 

15% design stage is nearing completion.  This funding will advance the project to 

25% design by utilizing professional engineering services.  A $200,000 transfer from 

free cash is planned to reach the 25% design which makes it eligible for full future 

state funding.  As this is a transfer, there is no effect on the tax rate.          

 
 

ARTICLE 10.  Roadway Improvements:  For more detailed information on this 

article, please refer to the Roadway Improvements handout.  This article is for a 

Proposition 2 ½ debt exclusion for the purpose of borrowing $5M to pay the costs 

associated with engineering, designing, constructing, and reconstructing roadways 

throughout the Town. A debt exclusion, unlike an override, will result in a temporary 

increase in the levy limit, but the increase is not permanent. The proposed borrowing 

is $5M and will be paid back over a fifteen year term with minimum costs during 

the first three years. Additionally, during the term of the loan other projects will be 

coming off the books. This funding will assist in in bringing Oxford’s roadways back 

into serviceable condition. A ballot referendum must also pass by majority vote of 

approval by the electorate. Requirement of a 2/3 vote. 

 
 



 

 

ARTICLE 11.  Marijuana Overlay District:  The Marijuana Overlay District was 

created at the 2018 Annual Town Meeting.  The purpose of that article was to 

provide for the placement of marijuana business in the Town in suitable locations 

and to minimize adverse impacts on adjacent properties, residential neighborhoods, 

and schools by regulating the siting and placement of such businesses.  This article 

slightly expands the Overlay District to further accelerate economic development 

along the Route 20 corridor.  Requirement of a 2/3 vote. 

 
 

ARTICLE 12.  Sealer of Weights of Measures:  The Sealer of Weights and 

Measures is responsible for testing and certifying all commercial weighing and 

measuring devices, such as gasoline meters, scales, and scanners.  This article seeks 

to marginally increase some of the fees charged for such testing and certification to 

align Oxford’s fees to that of neighboring communities.  

 
 

ARTICLE 13. Gas Inspector and Plumbing Inspector:  Presently, the Town 

Manager appoints the Inspector of Gas Piping and Gas Appliances in Buildings 

and the Board of Health appoints the Inspector of Plumbing.  In reality, the 

Inspector of Gas Piping and Appliances and the Inspector of Plumbing are the 

same individual.  This article creates a new chapter in the General By-Laws with 

both positions being appointed by the Town Manager, and jurisdictional oversight 

of the Building Commissioner.  This will align inspectional services under the 

Building Department. 

 
 

 

 
 


