
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF OXFORD 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
 
WORCESTER, SS. 
 
To either of the Constables of the Town of Oxford in the County of Worcester       GREETING. 
 
IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, you are hereby 
directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in Town affairs to 
meet at the Oxford High School, 100 Carbuncle Drive in said Oxford on Wednesday, October 
2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m., then and there to act on the following articles:  

 
ARTICLE 1.  To hear the reports of any Town Officers or Committees. 
 
ARTICLE 2.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds and appropriate a 
sum of money to pay for the Oxford Community Center’s sewer user fees from a prior fiscal 
year; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager 
 
ARTICLE 3.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $16,813.17 from the following 
funds to Fund 682- Middle School Renovation; or act thereon. 
 

Fund Project Amount 
678 Splash Pad 4,677.67 
680 Clock Tower 8,460.50 
685 OCC Reno 3,675.00 
  $16,813.17 

 
Sponsored by the Town Manager     
 
ARTICLE 4.  To see if the Town will vote to raise by taxation or transfer from available funds 
and appropriate a sum of money to the Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Liability Trust 
Fund for Fiscal Year 2020; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager 
 
ARTICLE 5.  To see if the Town will vote to raise by taxation or transfer from available funds 
and appropriate a sum of money to the FY20 Building Improvement Fund; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager 
 
ARTICLE 6.  To see if the Town will vote to rescind the vote taken at the May 1, 2019 Annual 
Town Meeting under Article 9 providing funding for the Water Enterprise Budget and to raise by 
taxation or transfer from available funds and appropriate a sum of money for the FY20 Water 
Enterprise Budget; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager 
 



ARTICLE 7.  To see if the Town will vote to raise by taxation, borrow, or transfer from 
available funds and appropriate a sum of money to pay costs of architectural, engineering and 
owner’s project manager services associated with designing and building a new Public Works 
Facility, including the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto, provided, 
however, that if this appropriation is to be raised by borrowing, any borrowing authorization 
shall be contingent upon passage of a Proposition 2½ debt exclusion referendum under General 
Laws Chapter 59, § 21C(k); or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager  
 
ARTICLE 8.  To see if the Town will vote to supplement each prior vote of the Town that 
authorizes the borrowing of money to pay costs of capital projects to provide that, in accordance 
with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, the premium received by the Town upon the 
sale of any bonds or notes thereunder, less any such premium applied to the payment of the costs 
of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to pay project costs and the amount 
authorized to be borrowed for each such project shall be reduced by the amount of any such 
premium so applied; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager  
 
ARTICLE 9.  To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of General Laws Chapter 40, 
§ 8J allowing for the establishment of a commission on disability; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager and Disability Committee 
 
ARTICLE 10.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by 
gift or purchase, upon such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen deem appropriate for 
general municipal purposes, all or a portion or portions of the parcel of land now or formerly 
owned by Lois J. Harrison, Assessors’ Map 23A, Parcel D01, as shown on a plan entitled, “Plan 
for Lots for Gracia C. Morway, Town Beach Access Road, Oxford, Massachusetts” dated 
October 10, 1989 and to transfer from available funds a sum of money as funding for such 
acquisition and costs related thereto; and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter 
into all agreements and execute on behalf of the Town any and all instruments as may be 
necessary or convenient to effectuate the purpose of this article; or act thereon.  
Sponsored by the Town Manager 
 
ARTICLE 11.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the 
General Court for special legislation providing the positions of Patrolman, Sergeant, Lieutenant, 
and Chief after passage of the Act, not be subject to the Civil Service statute, as set forth below; 
provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to 
the bill, unless the Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the bill before enactment by the 
General Court which are within the scope of the general public objectives of the petition, and to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to approve such amendments; or act thereon: 
 

AN ACT EXEMPTING THE POSITIONS OF PATROLMAN, SERGEANT, 
LIEUTENANT, AND CHIEF IN THE TOWN OF OXFORD FROM THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW 
  
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, 
and by the authority of the same as follows: 
  



Section 1.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the positions of 
Patrolman, Sergeant, Lieutenant, and Chief in the Town of Oxford shall be exempt from 
the provisions of Chapter 31 of the Massachusetts General Laws and related regulations 
applicable thereto. 
  
Section 2.  Section 1 of this act shall not impair the civil service status of the present 
employees of the Town of Oxford Police Department except for the purpose of 
promotion. 

  
Section 3.  This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Sponsored by the Board of Selectmen, Chief of Police and Town Manager     
 
ARTICLE 12.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Oxford General By-Laws Chapter 
SIXTEEN, by deleting Section 9, and replacing it with the following: “Any rule or regulation 
enacted by the Board of Health, and any Town by-law within the jurisdiction of the Board of 
Health, the violation of which is subject to a specific penalty, may in the discretion of the 
enforcing person, be enforced in the method provided in Section 21D of Chapter 40 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws. The non-criminal fine for each such violation, if not otherwise 
specified, shall be $300.00 and each day on which any violation exists shall be deemed to be a 
separate offense. “Enforcing persons”, as used in this by-law shall be members of the Board of 
Health and its agents, inspectors or other designees of the Board.” 
  
Or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager  
 
ARTICLE 13.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Oxford General By-Laws by adding 
CHAPTER SEVENTY-SIX “Registration and Maintenance of Vacant and Foreclosing 
Properties”, as shown in the document on file with the Office of the Town Clerk; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager 
 
ARTICLE 14.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Oxford Zoning By-Law, Chapter 
XIV, Administration and Enforcement, Section 2.0 Violations and Penalties, Section 2.3 by 
deleting the following language contained therein: “, upon conviction”; or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





         Town of Oxford   
      Town Manager 

                 Memorial Hall - 325 Main Street            
       Oxford, Massachusetts 01540-1797 

 
Phone (508) 987-6030       
Fax (508) 987-5868 
Email:  jcallahan@town.oxford.ma.us   
 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:  Lori Kelley, Oxford Town Clerk 
 
FROM: Jennifer Callahan, Town Manager 
 
DATE: September 11, 2019  
 
RE: Supplement to the October 2, 2019 Special Town Meeting 

Warrant  
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Madam Clerk: 
 
As you are aware, the Town Charter requires the Warrant for a Special Town Meeting, in 
its entirety, to be printed in a newspaper of general circulation at a cost to the Town.  In 
order to save funds, a longer Article on the Warrant has been condensed.  This Article is: 
 

• Article 13 
 

This Article refers to a document on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.  Please see 
attached document for the Article referenced above.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jennifer M. Callahan,  

Town Manager 
 



ARTICLE 13. SUPPLEMENT.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Oxford General By-
Laws by adding CHAPTER SEVENTY-SIX “Registration and Maintenance of Vacant and 
Foreclosing Properties”, as shown in the document on file with the Office of the Town Clerk; or 
act thereon. 
 

CHAPTER SEVENTY-SIX 
REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF  

VACANT AND FORECLOSING PROPERTIES 
 

Section 1.  Purpose 
 
The purpose and intent of this By-law is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens of Oxford by preventing blight, protecting the Town’s resources, avoiding the creation 
and maintenance of nuisances and ensuring the safety and sanitary maintenance of all buildings 
and structures. Inadequately maintained residential or commercial/business buildings are at an 
increased risk for fire, unlawful entry, or other public health and safety hazards. This chapter will 
help secure the welfare of the Town's residents and neighborhoods by requiring all property 
owners, including lenders, trustees and service companies and the like, to register and properly 
maintain their respective properties. 

 
Section 2.  Definitions 
 
The following words and phrases as used in the By-Law shall have the following 

meanings, unless a contrary intention clearly appears: 
 
“Building” shall mean an enclosed structure; either a principal building or shed, garage, 

stable, greenhouse, or other accessory building. 
 
“Code Enforcement Official” shall mean the Board of Health Agent, the Building 

Commissioner, the Inspector of Buildings, Assistant Inspector of Buildings and the Fire Chief; or 
their designees. 

 
“Day” shall mean consecutive calendar days. 
 
“Dilapidated” shall mean a condition of decay or partial ruin by reason of neglect, 

misuse, or deterioration. The term includes, but is not limited to: 1) property having deteriorated 
or ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs, foundations or floors, including broken or 
inadequately secured windows or doors; or 2) personal property that is broken, rusted, worn, 
partially or wholly dismantled or otherwise due to deterioration is unsuitable for the purpose for 
which designed. 

 
“Foreclosed” means a residential, commercial or industrial property, placed as security 

for a real estate loan, as to which all rights of the mortgagor or his grantee in the property have 
been terminated as a result of a default of the loan. 
 

 “Hazard” shall mean a condition likely to expose persons to injury or negative health 
impacts, or property to damage, loss or destruction, including but not limited to burned structures 
not otherwise lawfully habitable or usable, dilapidated real or personal property, and/or 
dangerous or unsafe structures or personal property. 



 
“Initiation of the foreclosure process” shall mean taking any of the following actions: 1) 

taking possession of a property pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 244, Section 1; 
2) delivering the mortgagee's notice of intention to foreclose to the borrower pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 244, Section 17B; or commencing a foreclosure action on 
a property in either the Land Court or Superior Court. 

 
“Local” shall mean within twenty (20) driving miles distance of the property in question. 
 
“Mortgagee” shall mean the creditor, including, but not limited to, service companies, 

lenders in a mortgage agreement, and any agent, servant, or employee of the mortgagee, or any 
successor in interest and/or assignee of the mortgagee's rights, interests or obligations under the 
mortgage agreement. 

 
“Owner” shall mean every person, entity, service company, property manager or real 

estate broker who alone or jointly or severally with others: 1) has legal or equitable title to any 
building, structure or property; 2) has care, charge, or control of any such building, structure or 
property in any capacity, including but not limited to as agent, executor, executrix, administrator, 
administratrix, trustee, guardian or conservator of the estate of the holder of legal title; or as life 
tenant; 3) is a lessee under a written lease agreement; 4) has a mortgage in possession of any 
such property; 5) is an agent, trustee or other person appointed by the courts and vested with 
possession or control of any such property; or (6) is an officer or trustee of the association of unit 
owners of a condominium.  However, this By-law shall not apply to a condominium association 
created pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 183A to the extent that such 
association forecloses on or initiates the foreclosure process for unpaid assessments due or owing 
to the association.   

 
“Vacant Property” shall mean any property not currently legally occupied and not 

properly maintained or secured. 
 
Section 3.  Registration 
 
All owners must register vacant and/or foreclosed properties with the Building 

Department on forms provided by the Department.  If the owner is an out-of-state corporation, 
person, or other entity, the owner shall appoint an in-state agent authorized to accept service of 
process and other documents under this By-law. 

 
All registrations must state the individual owner's or agent's telephone number and 

mailing address located within the commonwealth as required by Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 59, Section 57D, Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 156D, Section 5.02, and 950 
CMR 113.20. The mailing address shall not be a P.O. Box.  This registration must also certify 
that the property was inspected and identify whether the property is vacant at the time of filing.  
If the property is vacant, the owner and/or registrant must designate and retain a local individual 
or local property management company responsible for the security and maintenance of the 
property.  This designation must state the individual's or company's name, telephone number, 
and local mailing address.  The mailing address shall not be a P.O. Box.  The property manager 
shall be available twenty-four hours per day, every day, by telephone and/or electronic mail 
notification, and shall respond to all notifications from the Code Enforcement Officials to secure, 
maintain, inspect or repair the property within twenty-four hours. 



 
If the property is in the process of foreclosure, then the registration must be received 

within seven days of the initiation of the foreclosure process.  If a Code Enforcement Official 
determines that the property is vacant and that foreclosure proceedings have not been initiated, 
the registration must be received within 14 days of the Code Enforcement Official’s first citation 
for improper maintenance. 

 
All property registrations are valid for one calendar year from the date when the 

registration is received by the Building Department.  An annual registration fee of three hundred 
dollars ($300.00) must accompany the registration form.  Subsequent annual registrations are due 
within thirty (30) days of the expiration of the previous registration and must certify whether the 
foreclosed property remains vacant or not. 

 
Once the property is no longer vacant or is sold, the owner must provide proof of sale or 

written notice and proof of occupancy to the Building Department. 
 
Section 4.  Maintenance 
 
Owners of vacant and foreclosed properties must fulfill the following minimum adequate 

maintenance requirements for any such property they own: 
 
1. Properties subject to this chapter must be maintained in accordance with the relevant 

sanitary codes, building codes, and local regulations.  The owner, local individual or 
local property management company must inspect and maintain the property on a 
monthly basis for the duration of the vacancy. 

2. The property must be posted with the name and twenty-four-hour contact telephone 
number of the local individual or local property management company responsible 
for the maintenance.  This posting must be placed on the front door of the property so 
it is clearly visible from the street. 

3. In accordance with the state law, including but not limited to Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 143 sections 6 through 10 and the State Building Code, property that is 
vacant must be safe and must be secured from exposure to the elements and so not to 
be accessible to unauthorized persons. 

4. The owner shall maintain properties subject to this section, including but not limited 
to maintaining and keeping in good repair any building(s), structure(s), and 
improvements, the removal of trash and debris, and the regular mowing of lawns, 
pruning and/or trimming of trees and shrubbery, and upkeep of other landscape 
features. 

5. The owner shall repair or replace broken windows or doors within thirty days of 
breakage.  Boarding up doors and windows is prohibited unless ordered by the City or 
a court except as a temporary measure for no longer than thirty days. 

 
Compliance with this section shall not relieve the owner of any applicable obligations set 

forth in any other codes, regulations, covenant conditions or restrictions, and/or homeowners' or 
condominium association rules and regulations. 

 
Section 5.  Administration, Violations and Penalties 
 
1. This chapter shall be enforced by the Code Enforcement Officials.  The Code 



Enforcement Officials shall have the authority to inspect properties subject to this 
chapter for compliance and to issue citations for any violations.  Code Enforcement 
Officials shall have the discretion to determine when and how such inspections are to 
be made, provided their policies are reasonably calculated to ensure this Chapter is 
enforced.   

 
The Owner, or the Owner’s agent or designee, shall cooperate with Code 
Enforcement Officials and shall permit access to the property upon reasonable notice 
to the Owner or the Owner’s agent. 

 
2. In addition to any other means of enforcement available to the Code Enforcement 

Officials, the Code Enforcement Officials may enforce this ordinance by means of 
noncriminal enforcement pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 section 
21D.  The following penalties are established for purposes of said noncriminal 
disposition; 

 
(a) Failure to initially register with the Building Department is punishable by a fine 

of three hundred dollars ($300.00).   
 

(b) If applicable, failure to properly identify the name of the local individual or local 
property management company is punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars 
($300.00). 

 
(c) Failure to maintain the property is punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars 

($300.00) for each week the property is not maintained. 
 
The penalties provided in this section shall not be construed to restrict the Town from 

pursuing other legal remedies available to the Town, including recovery of costs and reasonable 
attorney fees.  Violation of this By-law shall be subject to a fine not to exceed three hundred 
dollars for each violation; each day shall be considered a new violation. 

 
Section 6.  Appeals 
 
Any person aggrieved by the requirements of this section may seek an administrative 

appeal to the Inspector of Buildings. Any person aggrieved by a final decision issued under this 
section by the Inspector of Buildings may seek relief in any court of competent jurisdiction as 
provided by the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 
Section 7.  Applicability 
 
If any provisions of this ordinance impose greater restriction or obligations than those 

imposed by any general law, special law, regulation, ordinance, order or policy, then the 
provisions of this ordinance shall control. 

 
Section 8.  Severability 
 
If any provision of this ordinance is held to be invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, then such provisions shall be considered separately and apart from this ordinance’s 
remaining provisions, which shall remain in full force and effect. 



 
Or act thereon. 
Sponsored by the Town Manager  
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